F-105 Plaques Dedicated at the Air Force Academy
Howard Plunkett
On 6 August 2018, the Air Force Academy held a long overdue recognition of the
F-105's service during the Vietnam War by commemorating two bronze plaques
mounted on the wall of the Academy's Southeast Asia War Pavilion. One plaque
summarized the war record of the Thunderchief; the other listed the names of
Academy graduates of classes 1959 through 1970 who were pilots and EWOs
during combat over Vietnam and Laos. Thud pilot Lt Gen Dale W. Thompson, Jr.
(Class of 1960) funded the plaques and his friend General Ronald W. Yates (also
Class of 1960) shepherded the year-long project. Over 50 people sitting in the
morning sunshine attended the outdoor ceremony while planes buzzed overhead
towing cadet sailplane pilots to their morning lessons.
After toasts of Jerimiah Weed, five guys took the microphone to tell war stories.
Col Howard L. "Bodie" Bodenhamer (Class of 61) told of the day at McConnell
when President Johnson presented him a Silver Star and then, learning that Bodie
was a fellow Texan, pressed into Bodie's palm his own Silver Star lapel pin from
World War II. Col Leonard C. "Lucky" Ekman (Class of 63) described how the war
changed for him and his friends when North Vietnam began using SAMs for air
defense. Lucky persuaded fellow Wild Weasel pilot Richard W. "Dick" Arnold
(Class of 61) to tell how he, too, attacked SAM sites in North Vietnam. Wild
Weasel pilot Howard C. Towt (Class of 68) said his experience was a bit different
during Linebacker missions in 1972 when he had to evade SAMs at night, the
clouds below him glowing in the dark from the missile's exhaust. Finally, Robert
A. "Bob" McNeese, an F-4G Wild Weasel pilot during Desert Storm, thanked all F105 Wild Weasel crews for passing on lessons learned from Vietnam that enabled
his Weasels to survive Bagdad's air defenses without loss.
At Doolittle Hall, war stories continued during the lunch put on by the Association
of Graduates. It was a great Tactics Conference.

F-105 pilots who gathered at the Air Force Academy on 7 Aug 2018.

Lucky Ekman introduces Dick Arnold at the dedication ceremony.

