PACT ACT PROCESS
(as of 26 Aug 2024)

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The PACT (Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics)  Act was signed into law 10 Aug 2022 but the VA greatly expanded health care eligibility as of 5 March 2024.  It has added a number of “presumptive” conditions to that are eligible for 100% disability with very little paperwork required on the military member’s part (1. DD214 that showed you were in theater during the time period called for and 2. Diagnosis from your doctor that you have the presumptive condition.

Here are the presumptive conditions:
1. For Gulf War and Post-9/11 Veterans: 
a. Brain cancer, Glioblastoma, Respiratory (breathing-related) cancer of any type, Gastrointestinal cancer of any type, Head cancer of any type, Lymphoma of any type, Lymphomatic cancer of any type, Neck cancer, Pancreatic cancer, Reproductive cancer of any type, Kidney cancer, Melanoma, Asthma (diagnosed after service), Chronic rhinitis, Chronic sinusitis, Constrictive bronchiolitis or obliterative bronchiolitis, Emphysema, Granulomatous disease, Interstitial lung disease (ILD), Pleuritis, Pulmonary fibrosis, Sarcoidosis, Chronic bronchitis, Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).
2. For Vietnam Veterans and other Veterans exposed to tactical herbicides, that includes two Agent Orange presumptive conditions: 
a. Monoclonal gammopathy of undetermined significance (MGUS), High blood pressure (hypertension)

As of April 2024, the time from filing to award was 6 weeks.  NOTE:  initial award will be “single veteran, with no dependents”.  If you do have dependents, you will have to have that updated.  It’s worth a few hund

STEPS
1. Sign up via the VA Form 21-526EZ
a. https://www.va.gov/disability/file-disability-claim-form-21-526ez/introduction
b. Attach copies of your DD214 showing your time in theater and the medical diagnosis of the presumptive condition.
c. The VA will email a form later that notes your “intent to file” with the date you submitted.  You will then have 1 year to complete the filing.  NOTE: with a presumptive condition, for all practical purposes you are done.
2. You will get 3 x different emails talking about the possibility of an exam.  Again, with a presumptive condition and a formal diagnosis, you will not have to do the exam.
3. Approximately 6 weeks from filing, you will get a decision letter letting you know you now have 100% disability.
a. NOTE: initially, it will come at a “no dependents” rate and if you have dependents, you will have to update the VA.
i. https://www.benefits.va.gov/COMPENSATION/docs/bas-dependency-faq-final-508.pdf
ii. Dependents - VA/DoD eBenefits
iii. NOTE:  the eBenefits site now redirects you back to the VA site (bureaucracy in action!)
1. https://www.va.gov/my-va
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